Beginning January 2, 2009, Berkeley International Office (BIO) will introduce two new fees for J-1 visa services.  

Expedite Fee
A $200 fee will be assessed in addition to the J-1 services fee for all DS-2019 requests requiring expedite service.  An expedite is defined as when BIO is asked to produce a new, extension, or transfer visa document in less than our standard ten (10) business days.  This fee is necessitated by the large volume of expedite requests and the workload burden they place on this unit.  

BIO encourages campus staff to continue to be diligent in submitting requests in a timely manner to avoid this additional cost and to be mindful of the burden that such requests places on this unit.  This new fee is not intended to be a “premium processing fee” to routinely submit requests as expedites to get work done faster.  Therefore, we will continue to use the same criteria in evaluating whether an expedite request is warranted.  

When submitting expedite requests, please do the following:

1. Save to your computer and complete the Expedite Form. Print the Expedite form on goldenrod-colored paper. Attach the Expedite form to each completed DS-2019 Request to be expedited for submission to BIO. 

2. Attach an original, signed Expedite IOF in the amount of $200 (one IOF per scholar please)

3. Attach an original, signed J-1 Services IOF for $410 (or a check for $425) along with the other required documentation for all DS-2019 requests. 

4. Submit the request by mail or in person to Berkeley International Office. 

Also, please note

· If the department submits an Expedite Form without the attached fee, the DS-2019 process will only be completed after BIO receives the fee.

· If a DS-2019 request is submitted without the Expedite Form, but an expedite is actually needed (due to scholar’s appointment start date or other deadline), the process will only be completed after BIO received the expedite fee.

· Since expedite requests come only from the academic department, BIO must receive expedite payment in the form of an IOF.  Checks will not be accepted. 

Extension Fee
A $200 extension fee will be assessed on all extension requests paid by IOF.  Extension requests paid by check will be $215.  Late extension requests will be assessed both an extension fee as well as an expedite fee.  Late extension requests are defined as those requiring an expedite because the scholar’s status will expire in less than 10 business days. To request an extension, please do the following:

1. Complete the DS-2019 Request Form, checking the boxes for "Extension Requests" and attaching required documents noted on the form.

2. Attach the Extension IOF (one extension IOF per scholar please) or a check for $215. 

3. If an expedite is necessary, also attach the Expedite Request Form and the Expedite IOF (one expedite IOF per scholar please)

4. Submit the request by mail or in person to Berkeley International Office. 

Workshops
Please join Berkeley International Office at our  "Department Administrator Workshop: Updates and How-tos."  We will review the J-1 scholar document request process and the requirements for international scholars at UC Berkeley on J Exchange Visitor visas.  We will also discuss the NEW FEES applied to J-1 Exchange Visitors, the newly revised DS-2019 request form, scholar arrival reporting requirements, and holiday updates. Mark your calendar to attend this workshop: 

Please REGISTER by emailing JScholar@berkeley.edu. If you are unable to attend one of the meetings, please send someone else from your department/research unit.

